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1
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
DATA DIVISION METHOD, AND DATA
DIVISION PROGRAM

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an information processing
apparatus, a data division method, and a data division pro-
gram, and more particularly, to an information processing
apparatus, a data division method, and a data division pro-
gram which are suitably applied when editing temporally
continuous data in a time-wise manner, such as moving image
data, and the like.

In the related art, in an information processing apparatus
that edits moving images, desired parts are cut from a moving
image as a material, and the cut parts are connected in a
desired order to thereby edit the moving images (see, Japa-
nese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2008-
182765).

SUMMARY

However, in the above described information processing
apparatus, when an image representing the contents of the
moving image along a time axis is displayed, and a mouse is
clicked by pointing a cursor on of a desired position of the
image by a user, a starting point and an ending point are
designated. Next, when the user clicks the mouse by pointing
the cursor on a predetermined button in a state where the
starting point and the ending point are designated, an interval
between the starting point and the ending point having been
designated at this time is cut out. In this manner, in the above
described information processing apparatus, desired parts are
to be cut out from the moving images.

Here, when it is possible to cut out a desired part by the user
from the moving images by a more intuitive operation in
comparison with the related art, it is considered that the
operability of the information processing apparatus is signifi-
cantly improved.

The present disclosure is to solve the above problem, and it
is desirable to provide an information processing apparatus, a
data division method, and a data division program, which
may significantly improve operability in comparison with the
related art.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided an information processing apparatus,
including: an operation unit; and a control unit that displays,
on a display unit, a data image representing the contents of
temporally continuous data along a time axis. Here, when a
gesture operation for cutting the data image perpendicularly
to the time axis is performed through the operation unit, the
control unit may divide the data at a position on the time axis
in accordance with the position cut by the gesture operation.

In this manner, the data may be divided in accordance with
a gesture operation for cutting the data image, representing
the contents of the temporally continuous data along the time
axis, perpendicularly to the time axis, so that it is possible to
cut out a desired part by a user from a moving image by amore
intuitive operation in comparison with the related art.

As described above, according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure, the data may be divided in accordance
with the gesture operation for cutting the data image, repre-
senting the contents of the temporally continuous data along
the time axis, perpendicularly to the time axis, so that it is
possible to cut out the desired part by the user from a moving
image by a more intuitive operation in comparison with the
related art. Thus, it is possible to realize an information pro-
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2

cessing apparatus, a data division method, and a data division
program which may significantly improve operability in
comparison with the related art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of an information processing apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a hardware configura-
tion of an information terminal;

FIG. 3 is a outlined line drawing accompanying an expla-
nation of a relationship among a scene, a sequence, and a
movie;

FIG. 4 is an outlined line drawing accompanying an expla-
nation of an editing screen;

FIG. 5 is an outlined line drawing accompanying an expla-
nation of reproduction (1) of a sequence;

FIG. 6 is an outlined line drawing accompanying an expla-
nation of reproduction (2) of a sequence;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are outlined line drawings accompanying
an explanation of division (1) of a sequence;

FIGS. 8A, 8B and 8C are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of division (2) of a sequence;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are outlined line drawings accompanying
an explanation of connection of a sequence;

FIGS. 10A, 10B and 10C are outlined line drawings
accompanying an explanation of an increase in the number of
scenes;

FIGS. 11A, 11B and 11C are outlined line drawings
accompanying an explanation of a reduction in the number of
scenes;

FIGS. 12A and 12B are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of setting of a transition;

FIGS. 13A and 13B are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of setting of BGM;

FIGS. 14A and 14B are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of a change in a reproduction range of
BGM,;

FIGS. 15A and 15B are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of setting of an effect;

FIGS. 16 A and 16B are outlined line drawings accompa-
nying an explanation of a change in an application range of
effect;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing an operation input process-
ing procedure; and

FIGS. 18A and 18B are is an outlined line drawing accom-
panying an explanation of setting of a transition according to
another embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, best embodiments (corresponding to the fol-
lowing embodiments) for carrying out the present disclosure
will now be described. Further, the description will be made
in the following order:

1. Overview of embodiments

2. Specific example of embodiment

3. Another embodiment

1. Overview of Embodiment

First, an overview of embodiments will be described. Inci-
dentally, after describing the overview, a specific example of
an embodiment, and a specific example of another embodi-
ment will be described.

In FIG. 1, a reference numeral 1 indicates an information
processing apparatus. In the information processing appara-
tus 1, an operation unit 2, and control unit 4 for displaying, on
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a display unit 3, a data image representing the contents of
temporally continuous data along a time axis are provided.

When a gesture operation for cutting the data image per-
pendicularly to the time axis is performed through the opera-
tion unit 2, the control unit 4 divides the data at a position on
the time axis corresponding to a position cut by the gesture
operation.

In this manner, the information processing apparatus 1
divides the data in accordance with the gesture operation for
cutting the data image, representing the contents of the tem-
porally continuous data along the time axis, perpendicularly
to the time axis. Thus, a user is able to cut a desired part from
a moving image by a more intuitive operation in comparison
with the related art.

More specifically, the temporally continuous data may be
partitioned at arbitrary time intervals. In this case, the control
unit 4 may handle each part of the partitioned data as partial
data, and display, on the display unit 3, an image in which
partial data images representing the contents of the partial
data for each partial data are aligned in an order correspond-
ing to the time series of the partial data. Next, the control unit
4 may divide the data at the position of a boundary of two
pieces of partial data corresponding to the two partial data
images when the gesture operation for cutting the data image
perpendicularly to the time axis is performed through the
operation unit 2 at the boundary of the two partial data
images.

In addition, in this case, when a gesture operation for
extending the data image along the time axis is performed, the
control unit 4 may increase the number of the partial data
items in the data by reducing the time interval into which the
data is partitioned. Further, in this case, a gesture operation
for contracting the data image along the time axis is per-
formed, the control unit 4 may reduce the number of the unit
data items in the data by increasing the time interval into
which the data is partitioned.

Further, the control unit 4 may display a bar perpendicular
to the time axis on a position corresponding to a reproduction
position of the data on the data image while reproducing the
data. In this case, when a gesture operation for tracing the bar
is performed through the operation unit 2, the control unit 4
may divide the data in the reproduction position of the data.

In addition, in this case, when a gesture operation for
tracing the data image along the time axis is performed
through the operation unit 2, the control unit 4 may reproduce
the data in the reproduction position in accordance with the
position which is traced by the gesture operation.

Further, when a gesture operation for making a head on the
time axis of the data image closer to a tail in a time axis of
another data image is performed, the control unit 4 may
connect two packets of the data corresponding to the data
images.

Further, when a gesture operation for cutting the data
image perpendicularly to the time axis is performed through
the operation unit 2 while pressing the data image, the control
unit 4 may divide the data at a position on the time axis in
accordance with the position which is cut by the gesture
operation.

Further, when a gesture operation for cutting the data
image perpendicularly to the time axis is reciprocatively per-
formed through the operation unit 2, the control unit 4 may
divide the data at a position on the time axis in accordance
with the position which is cut by the gesture operation.

A specific example of the information processing appara-
tus 1 having the above described configuration will be
described in detail.
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2. Specific Example of Embodiment

2-1. Hardware Configuration of Information Terminal

Next, a specific example of an embodiment will be
described. First, using FIG. 2, a hardware configuration of an
information terminal 100 that is a specific example of the
above described information processing apparatus 1 will be
described in detail.

In the information terminal 100, a CPU 101 develops and
reads, in an RAM 103, a program stored in a nonvolatile
memory 102 to thereby control each part while performing a
variety of processes in accordance with the program. In addi-
tion, the CPU is abbreviated from a central processing unit,
and the RAM is abbreviated from a random access memory.

In addition, the information terminal 100 receives a touch
operation using a finger with respect to a touch screen 104 as
an operation input by a user. The touch screen 104 includes a
liquid crystal panel 104A that is a display device for display-
ing a variety of information, and a touch panel 104E that is an
operation input device for receiving an operation input. Inci-
dentally, the touch panel 104B is, for example, a capacitance
type which support multi-touch.

When an arbitrary position on the touch panel 104B is
touched by a finger, the touch panel 104B detects coordinates
of the touched position (that is, touch position). Next, the
touch panel 104B transmits an input signal indicating the
coordinates of the touch position to a CPU 101.

In addition, the touch panel 104B transmits the input signal
indicating the coordinates of the touch position to the CPU
101 at regular time intervals while being continuously
touched, such as while being dragged or the like.

When the coordinates of the touch position are received the
input signal transmitted from the touch panel 104B, the CPU
101 recognizes which position on a screen of the liquid crystal
panel 104A is touched, by converting the coordinates to
screen coordinates of the liquid crystal panel 104A. Conse-
quently, the CPU 101 recognizes the touch position on the
screen.

In addition, the CPU 101 converts the coordinates of the
touch position received from the input signal transmitted at
regular time intervals to the screen coordinates of a sequential
liquid crystal panel 104A, and thereby recognizes how the
touch position is moved (that is, trajectory of the touch posi-
tion).

The CPU 101 specifies what kinds of gesture operation is
performed with respect to the screen based on the recognized
touch position and the trajectory of the recognized touch
position, and receive this gesture operation as an operation
input to thereby carry out a process corresponding to the
operation input.

In addition, the CPU 101 receives, as the operation input,
gesture operations such as touching (touch), tapping (touch
and release), dragging (trace), flicking (sweep), holding (keep
touching in the same position), and the like.

In addition, when recognizing a pressing operation with
respect to an operation button 105, the CPU 101 receives the
recognized pressing operation as the operation input caused
by the user, and performs a process corresponding to the
operation input.

Here, for example, it is assumed that a user taps a desired
thumbnail in a state in which a thumbnail of an image that is
stored as an image file in the nonvolatile memory 102 is
displayed by a list on the touch screen 104.

The CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation input
for reproducing an image, and reads the image file corre-
sponding to the tapped thumbnail from the nonvolatile
memory 102.
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Here, in a case in which the corresponding image file is a
still image file, the CPU 101 extracts still image data from the
still image file. Next, the CPU 101 performs a predetermined
reproduction process such as a decoding process, a digital-
analog conversion process, and the like with respect to the
still image data to thereby obtain a still image signal, and
displays the obtained still image signal on the liquid crystal
panel 104 A of the touch screen 104.

Meanwhile, in a case in which the corresponding image file
is a moving image file, the CPU 101 separates moving image
data and audio data from the moving image file. Next, the
CPU 101 performs a predetermined reproduction process
such as the decoding process, the digital-analog conversion
process, and the like with respect to the moving image data to
thereby obtain a moving image signal, and displays the
obtained moving image signal on the liquid crystal panel
104A of the touch screen 104. In addition, the CPU 101
performs a predetermined reproduction process such as the
decoding process, the digital-analog conversion process, an
amplification process, and the like with respect to the audio
data to thereby obtain an audio signal, and outputs the
obtained audio signal from a headphone terminal (not
shown).

In this manner, the information terminal 100 reproduces an
image designated by a user.

In addition, for example, it is assumed that a user taps a
desired title in a state in which a music title that is stored as a
music file in the nonvolatile memory 102 is displayed by a
list.

The CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation input
for reproducing the music, and reads the music file corre-
sponding to the tapped title from the nonvolatile memory 102.

The CPU 101 extracts audio data from the music file. Next,
the CPU 101 performs a predetermined reproduction process
such as the decoding process, the digital-analog conversion
process, the amplification process, and the like with respect to
the audio data to thereby obtain a audio signal, and outputs the
obtained audio signal from the headphone terminal (not
shown).

In this manner, the information terminal 100 reproduces
the music designated by the user.

In addition, in this instance, the CPU 101 extracts, related
information such as a cover image, music title, album title,
artist name, and the like from the read music file, and displays
the extracted related information on the liquid crystal panel
104A of the touch screen 104.

In this manner, the information terminal 100 reproduces
the music designated by the user, and to display information
relating to the music while reproducing the music.

Further, for example, it is assumed that, in a state in which
an icon corresponding to initiation of a web browser is dis-
played on the touch screen 104, a user taps the icon.

The CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation input
for initiating the web browser, and initiates the web browser
by reading and performing a program of the web browser
from the nonvolatile memory 102.

Here, the CPU 101 receives page data of a web page from
a server on the network through a network interface 106 while
displaying a screen of the web browser on the liquid crystal
panel 104A of the touch screen 104. Next, the CPU 101
displays a page image based on the page data on the screen of
the web browser.

In this manner, the information terminal 100 displays the
web page by initiating the web browser.

Incidentally, an example of a specific hardware of the
operation unit 2 of the information processing apparatus 1
described in the overview of the embodiment is the touch
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6

panel 104B of the above described information terminal 100.
In addition, an example of a specific hardware of the display
unit 3 of the information processing apparatus 1 is the liquid
crystal panel 104 A of the information terminal 100. Further,
an example of a specific hardware of the control unit 4 of the
information processing apparatus is the CPU 101 of the infor-
mation terminal 100.

2-2. Moving Image Editing Application

However, in the information terminal 100, a variety of
applications (also simply called app) are able to be installed,
and an application for editing a moving image (also called
moving image editing app) is installed as one of the applica-
tions. Hereinafter, an operation input in the moving image
editing application will be described in detail.

In addition, in the moving image editing application, mov-
ing image data is handled using two units such as scene and
sequence as shown in FIG. 3. Here, the sequence is a set of
scenes. In addition, the scene is moving image data of an
arbitrary interval extracted from the moving image data.

Inthe moving image editing application, the moving image
is edited by dividing the sequence or connecting the sequence
with another sequence, so that a new moving image (movie)
is created as an edited result to thereby output the movie as a
single moving image file.

When an icon corresponding to initiation of the moving
image editing application is tapped in a state in which the icon
is displayed on the touch screen 104, the CPU 101 receives
this operation as an operation input for initiating the moving
image editing application.

Next, the CPU 101 initiates the moving image editing
application by reading and performing a program of the mov-
ing image editing application from the nonvolatile memory
102.

When initiating the moving image editing application, the
CPU 101 displays an editing screen 200 shown in FIG. 4 on
the touch screen 104.

On the editing screen 200, a file list window 201 in which
a thumbnail image Fp (also called file image) of a moving
image that is stored as the moving image file in the nonvolatile
memory 102 is displayed by a list is displayed. Incidentally,
the file image Fp is, for example, a thumbnail image of a head
frame of the moving image.

Here, it is assumed that an operation of dragging with one
finger within the file image Fp is performed. Then, the CPU
101 moves a display position of the file image Fp to corre-
spond to the dragging.

Thereafter, it is assumed that the file image Fp is moved to
a region outside the file list window 201 within the editing
screen 200, and then the finger is released. Then, the CPU 101
imports the moving image file corresponding to the dragged
file image Fp into the moving image editing application.

Specifically, the CPU 101 sets each of moving images
divided for each predetermined time interval as a scene, and
sets a set (that is, the moving image) of the scenes as a single
sequence.

Next, the CPU 101 generates a thumbnail image Np (also
called a scene image) of the head frame of the respective
scenes. The CPU 101 generates a sequence image Kp
obtained such that the scene images Np of the respective
scenes are aligned in an order corresponding to the time series
of'the respective scenes from the left to the right, for example,
such as the movie file, and the aligned scene images are
connected. Consequently, the sequence image Kp displays
the contents of the sequence along a time axis in which the
time advances from the left to the right, and a horizontal
direction of the sequence image Kp corresponds to the time
axis of the sequence.
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The CPU 101 displays the sequence image Kp at a position
in which the file image Fp is dragged and the finger is
released.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, the sequence
image Kp representing the contents of a desired moving
image along the time axis is displayed in a desired position by
dragging the file image Fp corresponding to a desired moving
image to a region outside the file list window 201 by a user.

In addition, on the editing screen 200, a preview window
202 in which a reproduced moving image is displayed is
displayed.

Here, it is assumed that an operation of dragging the file list
window 201 or the preview window 202 with two fingers is
performed. Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an
operation input for moving a display position of the file list
window 201 or the preview window 202, and moves the
display positions thereof corresponding to the dragging.

In addition, it is assumed that an operation of dragging the
sequence image Kp with two fingers is performed. Then, the
CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation input for
moving a display position of the sequence image Kp, and
moves the display position of the sequence image Kp corre-
sponding to the dragging. That is, on the editing screen 200,
the display position is not moved for each scene image Np to
correspond to the dragging, and the display position is moved
for each sequence image Kp which is the collection of the
scene images Np.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, positions of the
file list window 201, the preview window 202, and the
sequence image Kp are able to be freely changed by a user
dragging the file list window 201, the preview window 202, or
the sequence image Kp with two fingers.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 5, it is assumed that an
operation in which the scene image Np is tapped within the
sequence image Kp is performed. Then, the CPU 101 receives
this operation as an operation input for reproducing a
sequence, and reproduces a sequence corresponding to the
sequence image Kp from the head frame of a scene corre-
sponding to the tapped scene image Np to thereby display the
reproduced sequence on the preview window 202.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, a desired
sequence by a user is able to be reproduced from a desired
scene.

In addition, when tapping is performed within the preview
window 202 while the sequence is reproduced, the CPU 101
temporarily stops the reproduction of the sequence. Thereaf-
ter, when tapping is repeatedly performed within the preview
window 202, the CPU 101 reproduces the sequence starting
from a position in which the reproduction of the sequence is
temporarily stopped.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 6, it is assumed that an
operation of dragging with one finger within the sequence
image Kp in a horizontal direction (that is, direction parallel
to the time axis) is performed.

Then, the CPU 101 reproduces a sequence corresponding
to the sequence image Kp at a position on the time axis
corresponding to a touch position, and displays the repro-
duced sequence on the preview window 202. In this instance,
the CPU 101 switches a display of the preview window 202
while changing the reproduction position of the sequence to
correspond to the movement (that is, dragging) of the touch
position.

In addition, in the sequence image Kp, the position in the
horizontal direction within each of the scene images Np cor-
responds to a position on the time axis within each scene. In
addition, as described above, the horizontal direction of the
sequence image Kp corresponds to the time axis of the
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sequence, and the time advances from the left to the right.
Accordingly, in each of the scene images Np, the position of
aleftend corresponds to the head frame of each scene, and the
position of a right end corresponds to an end frame of each
scene. In addition, the position in the horizontal direction
within each of the scene images Np corresponds to the posi-
tion (that is, elapsed time from the head of each scene) on the
time axis within each scene.

Thus, when the touch position is in the left end of the scene
image Np, the CPU 101 displays an image of a head frame of
a scene corresponding to the scene image Np on the preview
window 202.

In addition, in this instance, the CPU 101 superimposes
and displays, on the sequence image Kp, a vertically long
bar-shaped seek bar Bs which is slightly longer than a vertical
width of the sequence image Kp, and moves the seck bar Bs
in the horizontal direction in accordance with the dragging.
That is, the seek bar Bs displays the current reproduction
position of the sequence.

In addition, the reproduction of the sequence performed
while changing the reproduction position in accordance with
the dragging will be hereinafter referred to as seek-reproduc-
tion, and the reproduction position of the sequence displayed
by the seck bar Bs will be hereinafter referred to as a seek
position.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, an operation (that
is, gesture operation in which tracing is performed along the
time axis) for dragging the sequence image Kp with one
finger in a direction parallel to the time axis is received as an
operation input in which a seek-reproduction is performed
with respect to the sequence. Thus, the reproduction position
of'the sequence is able to be changed to a desired position by
a user, so that it is possible to retrieve (a so-called seek) the
contents of the sequence (that is, the contents of the moving
image).

In addition, when the finger is released and the dragging is
completed, the CPU 101 leaves, as displayed on the preview
window 202, an image of the reproduction position at the
point of time when the finger is released (that is, being in a
state of being temporarily stopped in the reproduction posi-
tion). In addition, the CPU 101 leaves the seck bar Bs as
displayed.

Thereafter, in a case in which the sequence image Kp is
tapped, the CPU 101 removes the seek bar Bs from the screen,
and switches a display of the preview window 202 to a mov-
ing image of the sequence corresponding to the tapped
sequence image Kp.

Meanwhile, thereafter, in a case where an operation of
dragging with respect to the sequence image Kp with one
finger in a horizontal direction is performed, the CPU 101
removes the seek bar Bs displayed until now from the screen,
and displays the seek bar Bs in a new touch position. At the
same time, the CPU 101 switches the position of the preview
window 202 to an image of a reproduction position corre-
sponding to the new touch position (display position of the
seek bar Bs).

In addition, as shown in FIG. 7A, a sequence image Kp of
a sequence 1 having a scene 1 to scene 5 is displayed on the
editing screen 200. Here, it is assumed that an operation of
holding with one finger within the sequence image Kp is
performed. Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an
operation input for selecting the sequence as an editing target,
and selects a sequence (here, sequence 1) corresponding to
the held sequence image Kp as the editing target.

In addition, when the held finger is released, the CPU 101
cancels the selection of the sequence as the editing target.
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Here, it is assumed that an operation in which a boundary
between a scene image Np of the scene 2 and a scene image
Np of the scene 3 is traced (dragged) downward by another
single finger is performed while holding within the sequence
image Kp with one finger.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for dividing the sequence selected as the editing target at
the boundary between two scenes. Next, the CPU 101 divides
the sequence 1 at the boundary between the scene 2 and the
scene 3 as shown in FIG. 7B, sets the scene 1 and the scene 2
as a new sequence 2, and sets the scenes 3 to 5 as a new
sequence 3.

In addition, in this instance, the CPU 101 segments the
sequence image Kp of the sequence 1 at the boundary
between the scene image Np of the scene 2 and the scene
image Np of the scene 3, and utilizes the segmented sequence
image Kp as the sequence image Kp of the new sequence 2
and the sequence image Kp of the new sequence 3.

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 8A, it is assumed that a
sequence image Kp of a sequence 4 having scenes 6 to 10 is
displayed on the editing screen 200, and the seek bar Bs is
displayed on a scene image Np of a scene 8. Here, it is
assumed that an operation of holding with one finger within
the sequence image Kp is performed. Then, the CPU 101
selects a sequence (here, sequence 4) corresponding to the
held sequence image Kp as the editing target.

In addition, it is assumed that an operation in which the
seek bar Bs is traced (dragged) downward by another single
finger while holding with one finger within the sequence
image Kp is performed.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for dividing the sequence selected as the editing target
in a seek position. Next, as shown in FIG. 8B, the CPU 101
divides the scene 8 and the sequence 4 at a position on the time
axis of the scene 8 in which the seek bar Bs is displayed.

Next, as shown in FIG. 8C, the CPU 101 sets a moving
image ranging from the head of the scene 8 to the position of
the division as a new scene 8(a), and sets a moving image
ranging from the position of the division to the end of the
scene 8 as a new scene 8(b). In addition, the CPU 101 sets the
scenes 6 to 8(a) as a new sequence 5, and sets the scenes 8(5)
to 10 as a new sequence 6.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 8(54), the CPU 101 divides a
scene image Np of the scene 8 in a display position of the seek
bar Bs to thereby segment the sequence image Kp of the
sequence 4.

Thereafter, as shown in FIG. 8C, the CPU 101 displays the
scene image Np of the scene 8(a) on the right side of the scene
image Np of the scene 7, and utilizes the collection of the
scene images Np of the scenes 6 to 8(a) as a sequence image
Kp of a new sequence 5. At the same time, the CPU 101
displays the scene image Np of the scene 8(5) on the left side
of'the scene image Np of the scene 9, and utilizes the collec-
tion of the scene images Np of the scenes 8(b) to 10 as a
sequence image Kp of a new sequence 6.

In this manner, while holding the sequence image Kp with
one finger, the CPU 101 receives, as an operation input for
dividing the sequence, an operation of dragging with another
single finger within the sequence image Kp in the horizontal
direction (that is, a direction perpendicular to the time axis).

In other words, while pressing the sequence image Kp with
one finger, the CPU 101 receives, as the operation input for
dividing the sequence, a gesture operation for cutting the
sequence image Kp with another single finger perpendicu-
larly to the time axis.

Next, when a position cut by the gesture operation is at the
boundary of the scene image Np, the CPU 101 divides a

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

65

10

sequence at the boundary of a scene, and when the position
cut by the gesture operation is in the display position of the
seek bar Bs, the CPU 101 divides the sequence in the seek
position.

In addition, even though a position in which dragging is
performed perpendicularly to the time axis is not strictly the
boundary of the scene image Np or the display position of the
seek bar Bs, the CPU 101 recognizes the dragging as a gesture
operation for cutting the boundary of the scene image Np or
the display position of the seek bar Bs.

Specifically, when the seek bar Bs is not displayed, the
CPU 101 recognizes the dragging as a gesture operation for
cutting a boundary of a scene image Np closest to the position
in which the dragging is performed perpendicularly to the
time axis.

Inaddition, when the seek bar Bs is displayed, the CPU 101
determines that the position in which the dragging is per-
formed perpendicularly to the time axis is closer to either the
boundary of the scene image Np or the display position of the
seek bar Bs. Next, when the position is closer to the boundary
of'the scene image Np, the CPU 101 recognizes the dragging
as a gesture operation for cutting the boundary of the scene
image Np closest to the position in which the dragging is
performed perpendicularly to the time axis. Meanwhile,
when the position is closer to the seek bar Bs, the CPU 101
recognizes the dragging as a gesture operation (that is, a
gesture operation for tracing the seek bar Bs) for cutting in the
display position of the seek bar Bs.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 9A, a sequence image Kp of
a sequence 7 having scenes 11 to 12, a sequence image Kp of
a sequence 8 having scenes 21 to 23 are displayed on the
editing screen 200. Here, it is assumed that an operation of
holding the sequence image Kp of the sequence 7 with one
finger is performed. Then, the CPU 101 selects a sequence
(here, the sequence 7) corresponding to the held sequence
image Kp as the editing target.

Next, it is assumed that an operation for dragging with one
finger within the sequence image Kp of the sequence 8 is
performed while holding the sequence image Kp of the
sequence 7 with one finger.

Then, the CPU 101 selects the sequence 8 as well as the
sequence 7 as the editing target, and moves the display posi-
tion of the sequence image Kp of the sequence 8 in accor-
dance with the dragging.

Thereafter, it is assumed that a scene image Np of the end
scene (scene 12) of the sequence 7 approaches a scene image
Np of the head scene (scene 21) of the sequence 8, so that the
distance therebetween is set to be a predetermined value or
less.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for connecting two sequences selected as the editing
target. Next, as shown in FIG. 9B, the CPU 101 connects the
two sequences by connecting the end scene of the sequence 7
and the head scene of the sequence 8, and sets the scenes 11
to 12 and the scenes 21 to 23 as a new sequence 9.

In addition, in this instance, the CPU 101 connects the
sequence 7 and the sequence image Kp of the sequence 8 by
connecting the right side of the scene image Np of the scene
12 and the left side of the scene image Np of the scene 21, and
utilizes this as a sequence image Kp of a new sequence 9.

Meanwhile, as a result in which the sequence image Kp of
the sequence 8 is dragged, the scene image Np of the end
scene (scene 23) of the sequence 8 approaches the scene
image Np of the head scene (scene 11) of the sequence 7, so
that the distance therebetween is set to be a predetermined
value or less.
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In this case, the CPU 101 connects two sequences by
connecting the end scene of the sequence 8 and the head scene
of the sequence 7.

In addition, the CPU 101 connects only sequences that are
selected by the editing target. That is, even though the
sequence image Kp of the sequence 8 approaches a sequence
image Kp of a sequence that is not selected as the editing
target as a result of being dragged, the CPU 101 is set not to
connect the sequence and the sequence 8.

In this manner, the CPU 101 connects two sequences cor-
responding to the two sequence images Kp in accordance
with a gesture operation for making the head of the sequence
image Kp on the time axis and the end of another sequence
image Kp on the time axis approach each other.

As described above, on the editing screen 200, it is possible
to divide or connect the sequence in accordance with a user’s
request, and to perform editing of a moving image in accor-
dance with a user’s request.

Further, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to change
the number of scenes within the sequence.

As shown in FIG. 10A, it is assumed that a sequence image
Kp of asequence 10 having scenes 31 to 34 is displayed on the
editing screen 200. Here, it is assumed that an operation for
holding with one finger within the sequence image Kp of the
sequence 10 is performed. Then, the CPU 101 selects a
sequence (here, the sequence 10) corresponding to the held
sequence image Kp as the editing target.

In addition, in this instance, it is assumed that, while hold-
ing within a scene image Np of the scene 32 within the
sequence image Kp with one finger, an operation for touching
a scene image Np of the scene 33 with another finger, and
dragging in the right direction (direction for increasing an
interval of the two fingers in a horizontal direction) is per-
formed. In addition, here, it is assumed that a touch position
of' the held finger is on the left side of the screen, and a touch
position of the dragged finger is on the right side of the screen.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for increasing the number of scenes in the sequence
selected as the editing target. Next, as shown in FIG. 10B, the
CPU 101 stretches the widths of the scene images Np of the
touched scenes 32 to 33 equally in accordance with the drag-
ging in the right direction.

Next, when an operation amount of the dragging in the
horizontal direction, that is, a change amount of an interval of
the touch position in the horizontal direction reaches one
width of the scene image Np, the CPU 101 increases the
number of scenes by 1 in the moving image from the head of
the scene 32 to the end of the scene 33, so that the number of
scenes is 3.

Specifically, the CPU 101 divides the moving image (mov-
ing image connecting scenes 32 and 33) from the head of the
scene 32 to the end ofthe scene 33 into three, and sets each of
the moving image divided into three as new scenes 41, 42, and
43, as shown in FIG. 10C.

For example, when it is assumed that the length of each of
the scenes 32 and 33 is 15 minutes, the length of the moving
image from the head of the scene 32 to the end of the scene 33
is 30 minutes, and when dividing the moving image into
three, a length per scene is set to be 10 minutes.

In this manner, when setting the new scenes 41, 42, and 43,
the CPU 101 switches a display of'the scene image Np of each
of'the scenes 32 and 33 to the scene image Np of each of the
new scenes 41, 42, and 43.

Similarly, when an operation amount of the dragging in the
horizontal direction reaches two widths of the scene image
Np, the number of scenes in the moving image from the head
of'the scene 32 to the end of the scene 33 is increased by 2 in
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comparison with before the dragging, and when the operation
amount thereof reaches three widths of the scene image Np,
the number of scenes in the moving image is increased by 3 in
comparison with before the dragging.

In this manner, the CPU 101 receives an operation for
increasing an interval between two fingers touching within
the sequence image Kp, that is, a gesture operation for stretch-
ing the sequence image Kp as an operation input for increas-
ing the number of the scenes in the sequence. Next, the CPU
101 further shortens a time interval for setting a scene in the
moving image connecting scenes existing between two fin-
gers, resulting in an increase in the number of scenes.

Thus, in the editing screen 200, it is possible to increase the
number of scenes in a sequence by an intuitive operation, and
it is possible to perform editing in a fine unit with respect to
the sequence, that is, to perform local editing.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 11A, it is assumed that a
sequence image Kp of a sequence 11 having scenes 51 to 54
is displayed on the editing screen 200. Here, it is assumed that
an operation of holding with one finger within the sequence
image Kp of the sequence 11 is performed. Then, the CPU
101 selects a sequence (here, sequence 11) corresponding to
the held sequence image Kp as the editing target.

In addition, in this instance, it is assumed that, while hold-
ing a scene image Np of the scene 51 with one finger, an
operation of dragging a scene image Np of the scene 53 with
one finger in the left direction (direction for narrowing an
interval of the two fingers in the horizontal direction) is per-
formed. In addition, in this instance, a touch position of the
held finger is on the left side of the screen, and a touch
position of the dragged finger is on the right side of the screen.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for reducing the number of scenes in the sequence that
is selected by the editing target. Next, as shown in FIG. 11B,
the CPU 101 evenly reduces the widths of the scene images
Np of the touched scenes 51 to 53 in accordance with the
dragging in the left direction.

Next, when an operation amount of the dragging in the
horizontal direction, that is, a change amount of an interval of
the touch position in the horizontal direction reaches one
width of the scene images Np, the CPU 101 reduces the
number of scenes by 1 in the moving image from the head of
the scene 51 to the end of the scene 53, so that the number of
scenes is set to be 2.

Specifically, the CPU 101 divides the moving image (mov-
ing image connecting scenes 51 to 53) from the head of the
scene 51 to the end of the scene 53 into two, and as shown in
FIG. 11C, sets each of the moving image divided into two as
new scenes 61 to 62.

For example, when the length of each of the scenes 51 to 53
is 10 minutes, the length of the moving image from the head
of the scene 51 to the end of the scene 53 is 30 minutes, and
when the moving image is divided into three, a length per
scene is 15 minutes. That is, the length of each of the scenes
61 and 62 is 15 minutes.

In this manner, when the new scenes 61 and 62 are set, the
CPU 101 replaces a display of the scene image Np of the
scenes 51 to 53 with a scene image Np of the scenes 61 and 62.

Similarly, when an operation amount of the dragging in the
horizontal direction reaches double the width of the scene
image Np, the number of scenes in the moving images from
the head of the scene 51 to the end of the scene 53 is reduced
by 2 in comparison with before the dragging, and when the
operation amount thereof is triple the width of the scene
image Np, the number of scenes in the moving images is
reduced by 3 in comparison with before the dragging.
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In this manner, the CPU 101 receives an operation for
narrowing an interval between two fingers touching within
the sequence image Kp, that is, a gesture operation for con-
tracting the sequence image Kp, as an operation input for
reducing the number of scenes in the sequence. Thus, on the
editing screen 200, it is possible to reduce the number of
scenes in the sequence by an intuitive operation, and it is
possible to perform editing on a greater unit with respect to
the sequence, that is, to perform global editing.

In addition, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to set a
transition for the joining of the scenes in each of the
sequences.

Specifically, on the editing screen 200, a transition icon Ta
indicating each transition is displayed for each transition such
as fade-in, fade-out, wipe, and the like in accordance with a
user’s operation. As shown in FIG. 12A, a display position of
the transition icon Ta is able to be moved by dragging with one
finger.

Here, it is assumed that a sequence image Kp of a sequence
12 having scenes 71 to 74 is displayed on the editing screen
200. In this instance, it is assumed that the transition icon Ta
is dragged with one finger to approach a boundary between a
scene image Np of the scene 71 and a scene image Np of the
scene 72, so that a distance between the boundary and the
transition icon Ta is set to be a predetermined value or less.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for setting the transition, and sets the transition (here,
wipe) corresponding to the dragged transition icon Ta on the
joint between the scenes 71 and 72. With this configuration, as
shown in FIG. 12B, the CPU 101 separates the scene image
Np of the scene 71 and the scene image Np of the scene 72 in
the sequence image Kp, and inserts the transition icon Ta into
therebetween.

Thus, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to set a
desired transition for a desired joint of scenes.

Further, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to set BGM
(background music) in each sequence.

Specifically, on the editing screen 200, a cover picture
image Jp of each piece of music is displayed by a list for each
piece of music stored as the music file in the nonvolatile
memory 102, inaccordance with a user’s operation. As shown
in FIG. 13 A, a display position of the cover picture image Jp
is able to be moved by dragging with one finger.

Here, it is assumed that a sequence image Kp of a sequence
13 having scenes 76 to 78 is displayed. In this instance, it is
assumed that the cover picture image Jp is dragged with one
finger to approach a left end (that is, a position indicating the
head of the sequence 13) of the sequence image Kp, so that a
distance between the left end and the cover picture image Jp
is a predetermined value or less.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for setting the BGM, and sets the music corresponding
to the dragged cover picture image Jp as the BGM for repro-
ducing starting from the head of the sequence 13.

At the same time, the CPU 101 animates the cover picture
image Jp to be adhered to the lower side of the sequence
image Kp, and changes the cover picture image Jp to a BGM
icon Ba. As shown in FIG. 13B, the BGM icon Ba in a
laterally long rectangular shape is displayed near the lower
side of the sequence image Kp, and a title of the music set as
the BGM is displayed on the BGM icon Ba.

In addition, the width of the BGM icon Ba indicates a
reproduction range of the BGM. For example, as shown in
FIG. 13B, when the width of the BGM icon Ba corresponds to
the length from the left end of a scene image Np of the scene
76 to the middle of a scene image Np of the scene 78, repro-
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duction of the BGM is instructed from the head of the scene
76 to the middle of the scene 78.

Thus, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to set a
desired piece of music as the BGM of a desired sequence.

In addition, after the BGM is set, as shown in FIG. 14A, it
is assumed that, while holding the BGM icon Ba with one
finger, an operation of touching the BGM icon Ba with
another finger, and dragging the BGM icon Ba in the left
direction (direction for narrowing an interval of the two fin-
gers in the horizontal direction) is performed. In addition, in
this instance, it is assumed that the held finger is on the left
side, and the dragged finger is on the right side.

Then, as shown in FIG. 14B, the CPU 101 contracts the
BGM icon Ba in the left direction from the right side in
accordance with the dragging in the left direction, and sets a
reproduction range of the BGM as a range indicated by the
width of the BGM icon Ba after the BGM icon Ba is con-
tracted.

As an example, in FIG. 14B, the reproduction range of the
BGM is contracted to a range from the scene 76 to the middle
of the scene 77.

Meanwhile, it is assumed that, while holding the BGM
icon Ba with one finger, an operation of touching the BGM
icon Ba with another finger, and dragging the BGM iconBa in
a direction of increasing an interval of the two fingers in the
horizontal direction is performed.

In this case, the CPU 101 extends the width of the BGM
icon Ba in accordance with the dragging, and sets the repro-
duction range ofthe BGM to a range indicated by the width of
the BGM icon Ba after the width is extended.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to
expand and contract the reproduction range of the BGM in
accordance with an operation of dragging the BGM icon Ba
with another finger in the horizontal direction while holding
the BGM icon Ba with one finger, that is, a gesture operation
for expanding and contracting the BGM icon Ba.

Further, on the editing screen 200, effect is able to be set for
each scene in each sequence.

Specifically, on the editing screen 200, an effect icon Ea for
indicating each effect is displayed for each effect such as
monotone, sepia, and the like, in accordance with a user’s
operation. As shown in FIG. 15A, a display position of the
effecticon Eais able to be moved by dragging with one finger.

Here, it is assumed that a sequence image Kp of a sequence
14 having scenes 81 to 84 is displayed. In this instance, it is
assumed that an effect icon Ea indicating sepia is dragged
with one finger to approach a scene image Np of the scene 82,
so that a distance between the effect icon Ea and the scene
image Np of the scene 82 is a predetermined value or less.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for setting the effect, and sets the eftect (here, sepia)
indicated by the dragged effect icon Ea in the scene 82. At the
same time, as shown in FIG. 15B, the CPU 101 animates the
effecticon Eato be sucked on a lower side of the scene image
Np, and is changed to a laterally long rectangular shape.

The width of the effect icon Ea indicates an application
range of the effect. For example, as shown in FIG. 15B, the
width of the effect icon Ea is shown as the same width as that
of a scene image Np of the scene 82, and indicates that the
effect of the sepia is set in the scene 82.

Thus, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to set a
desired effect in a desired scene.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 16 A, it is assumed that, while
holding the effect icon Ea with one finger after the effect is set,
an operation of touching the effect icon Ea with another
finger, and dragging the effect icon Ea in a right direction (a
direction for increasing an interval of the two fingers) is
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performed. In addition, it is assumed that the held finger is on
the left side, and the dragged finger is on the right side.

Then, as shown in FIG. 16B, the CPU 101 extends the
effect icon Fa in the right direction from the right side in
accordance with dragging in the right direction. Next, when
an operation amount of the dragging in the horizontal direc-
tion, that is, a change amount in an interval of a touch position
in the horizontal direction reaches one width of the scene
images Np, the CPU 101 increases the application range of
the effect up to a right adjacent scene 83.

Similarly, when the operation amount of the dragging in
the horizontal direction is double of width of the scene images
Np, the CPU 101 increases the application range of the effect
by two scenes in comparison with before the dragging, and
when the operation amount thereof is triple of width of the
scene images Np, the CPU 101 increases the application
range of the effect by three scenes in comparison with before
the dragging. That is, the CPU 101 changes the application
range of the effect in a scene unit.

In addition, meanwhile, it is assumed that, while holding
the effect icon Ea with one finger, an operation for touching
the effect icon Ea with another finger, and dragging the effect
icon Ea in a direction narrowing the interval of the two fingers
is performed.

In this case, the CPU 101 contracts the width of the effect
icon Ea in accordance with the dragging, and reduces the
application range of the effect by one scene when the opera-
tion amount of the dragging in the horizontal direction
reaches one width of the scene image Np.

In this manner, on the editing screen 200, it is possible to
expand and contract the application range of the effect in
accordance with an operation for dragging the effect icon Ea
with one finger in the horizontal direction while holding the
effect icon Ea with another finger, that is, a gesture operation
for expanding and contracting the effect icon Ea.

In addition, a case of dividing the sequence in which the
transition, the effect, or the BGM are set in the above
described manner will be herein described.

For example, with respect to the sequence image Kp cor-
responding to the sequence in which the transition is set, a
gesture operation for cutting the sequence image Kp with one
finger perpendicularly to the time axis while pressing the
corresponding sequence image Kp with another finger is per-
formed.

Then, in a case in which a position cut by the gesture
operation is at the boundary of the scene image Np corre-
sponding to a scene boundary in which a transition is set,

The CPU 101 cancels the setting of the transition while
dividing the sequence. Meanwhile, when the position cut by
the gesture operation is in a region outside the boundary of the
scene image Np corresponding to the scene boundary in
which the transition is set, the CPU 101 divides the sequence
while leaving the setting of the transition as it is.

In addition, it is assumed that, with respect to the sequence
image Kp corresponding to the sequence in which the BGM
is set, a gesture operation for cutting the sequence image Kp
with one finger perpendicularly to the time axis while press-
ing the sequence image Kp with another finger is performed.

Then, the CPU 101 divides the sequence in accordance
with the gesture operation. At the same time, the CPU 101
leaves, as it is, the setting of the BGM with respect to
sequences that are in the head side of the BGM from among
the sequences newly set as aresult of the division, and cancels
the setting of the BGM with respect to the other sequences.

In addition, it is assumed that a gesture operation of cutting
the sequence image Kp with one finger perpendicularly to the
time axis while pressing the sequence image Kp with another

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

finger is performed with respect to the sequence image Kp
corresponding to the sequence in which the effect is set.

Then, when a position cut by the gesture operation is within
the scene image Np of the scene in which the effect is set, the
CPU 101 divides the scene, and sets the effect in each of the
scenes newly set as a result of the division.

Meanwhile, when the position cut by the gesture operation
is outside the scene image Np of the scene in which the effect
is set, the CPU 101 divides the sequence while leaving the
setting of the effect as it is.

Inthis manner, on the editing screen 200, when dividing the
sequence in which the transition, the effect, or the BGM is set,
the setting thereof may be changed, as necessary.

2-3. Operation Input Processing Procedure

Next, in the above described moving image editing appli-
cation, an operation input processing procedure of a case in
which a gesture operation is performed with respect to the
sequence image Kp will be described using the flowchart
shown in FIG. 17.

In addition, the operation input processing procedure RT1
shown in FIG. 17 is a procedure of a process that is performed
by the CPU 101 of the information terminal 100 in accor-
dance with a program of the moving image editing applica-
tion stored in the nonvolatile memory 102.

The CPU 101 displays the sequence image Kp in accor-
dance with a user’s operation after initiation of the moving
image editing application, and starts the operation input pro-
cessing procedure RT1 when an arbitrary part within the
sequence image Kp is touched to proceed to step SP1.

In step SP1, the CPU 101 determines whether only one
finger touches on the touch panel 104B based on an input
signal from the touch panel 104B.

When an affirmative result is obtained in step SP1, the CPU
101 proceeds to step SP2, and determines whether dragging is
performed at that time.

When an affirmative result is obtained in step SP2, this
means that an operation of dragging with one finger within the
sequence image Kp is performed. In this instance, the CPU
101 proceeds to step SP3, reproduces the sequence while
changing the reproduction position in accordance with the
dragging, and terminates the operation input processing pro-
cedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when a negative result is obtained in step SP2,
the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP4, and determines whether
the touching finger is separated from the touch panel 104B
within a predetermined time.

When an affirmative result is obtained in step SP4, this
means that an operation of touching the sequence image Kp
with one finger is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101
proceeds to step SP5, reproduces the sequence starting from
the head of the scene corresponding to the touched scene
image Np, and terminates the operation input processing
procedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when a negative result is obtained in above
described step SP4, this means that an operation of holding
the sequence image Kp with one finger is performed. In this
instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP6.

In step SP6, the CPU 101 selects the sequence correspond-
ing to the held sequence image Kp as the editing target, and
terminates the operation input processing procedure RT1.

In addition, when a negative result is obtained in the above
described step SP1, this means that an operation of touching
the touch panel 104B with two fingers is performed. In this
instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP7.

In step SP7, the CPU 101 determines whether the two
fingers touch within the same sequence image Kp.
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When a negative result is obtained in step SP7, this means
that an operation of dragging the sequence image Kp with one
finger while holding the sequence image Kp with another
finger is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to
step SP8.

In step SP8, the CPU 101 adds a corresponding sequence to
the held sequence image Kp, selects the sequence corre-
sponding to the dragged sequence image Kp as the editing
target, and moves a display position of the sequence image Kp
in accordance with the dragging. Thereafter, when a distance
between two sequence images Kp is a predetermined value or
less, the CPU 101 connects the two sequences corresponding
to the sequence images Kp to thereby terminate the operation
input processing procedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when an affirmative result is obtained in the
above described step SP7, the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP9,
and determines whether a relative position of the touch posi-
tion in the two fingers is changed.

When a negative result is obtained in step SP9, this means
that an operation of dragging the sequence image Kp with two
fingers is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds
to step SP10, and moves the display position of the sequence
image Kp corresponding to the dragging to thereby terminate
the operation input processing procedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when an affirmative result is obtained in step
SP9, this means that an operation of dragging with one finger
within the sequence image Kp while holding the sequence
image Kp with another finger is performed. In this instance,
the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP11.

In step SP11, the CPU 101 determines whether the corre-
sponding dragging is dragging perpendicularly to the time
axis of the sequence image Kp. In addition, in this instance,
the CPU 101 determines whether dragging in the perpendicu-
lar direction is performed when a movement distance in a
perpendicular direction of the touch position reaches a pre-
determined value or more. In addition, the direction perpen-
dicular to the time axis of the sequence image Kp includes a
direction considered as being almost perpendicular as well as
only a strictly perpendicular direction. That is, when it is
within a range considered as being almost perpendicular, the
CPU 101 determines to be substantially perpendicular.

When a negative result is obtained in step SP11, this means
that an operation of dragging the sequence image Kp with one
finger in a direction (horizontal direction) parallel to the time
axis while holding the sequence image Kp with another finger
is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to step
SP12, and determines whether an interval between the touch
positions of the two fingers approaches each other.

When an affirmative result is obtained in step SP12, this
means that an operation for narrowing an interval between the
touching two fingers within the sequence image Kp is per-
formed. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to step SP13.

In step SP13, the CPU 101 reduces the number of scenes in
accordance with the corresponding operation in the sequence
corresponding to the sequence image Kp, and terminates the
operation input processing procedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when a negative result is obtained in step
SP12, this means that an operation for increasing the interval
between the touching two fingers within the sequence image
Kp is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to
step SP14.

In step SP14, the CPU101 increases the number of scenes
in accordance with the corresponding operation in the
sequence corresponding to the sequence image Kp, and ter-
minates the operation input processing procedure RT1.

In addition, when an affirmative result is obtained in the
above described step SP11, this means that an operation for
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dragging with one finger within the sequence image Kp in a
direction perpendicular to the time axis while holding the
sequence image Kp with another finger is performed. That is,
the operation for dragging denotes a gesture operation for
cutting the sequence image Kp with one finger perpendicu-
larly to the time axis while pressing the sequence image Kp
with another finger. In this instance, the CPU 101 proceeds to
step SP15.

In step SP15, the CPU 101 determines whether a position
in which the dragging is performed is closer to a boundary of
two scene images Np from the boundary of the two scene
images Np and a display position of the seek bar Bs.

When an affirmative result is obtained in step SP15, this
means that a gesture operation for cutting the boundary of two
scene images Np is performed. In this instance, the CPU 101
proceeds to step SP16. In step SP16, the CPU 101 divides the
sequence at the boundary of two scenes corresponding to the
two scene images Np, and terminates the operation input
processing procedure RT1.

Meanwhile, when a negative result is obtained in step
SP15, this means that a gesture operation for cutting a display
position of the seek bar Bs is performed. In this instance, the
CPU 101 proceeds to step SP17. In step SP17, the CPU 101
divides the sequence at a position (that is, seek position) on
the time axis corresponding to the display position of the seek
bar Bs, and terminates the operation input processing proce-
dure RT1.

According to the above described operation input process-
ing procedure RT1, the CPU 101 performs division, connec-
tion, and reproduction of the sequence in accordance with a
gesture operation corresponding to the sequence image Kp.

2-4. Operation and Effect

As for the information terminal 100 in the above described
configuration, the sequence (moving image data) is parti-
tioned at an arbitrary time interval, and moving image data of
each part of the partitioned sequence is handled as a scene.
Next, the CPU 101 of the information terminal 100 displays
the sequence image Kp obtained such that the scene images
Np representing the contents of the respective scenes are
aligned in an order corresponding to the time series of the
respective scenes to be connected for each sequence.

Thus, the information terminal 100 allows the user to con-
firm the contents of the sequence (moving image data) along
the time series.

Here, when a gesture operation for tracing the sequence
image Kp with one finger along the time axis is performed,
the CPU 101 reproduces the sequence at a position on the time
axis corresponding to a position (that is, touch position)
traced by the gesture operation.

Thus, the information terminal 100 allows the user to con-
firm a reproduction image of the sequence in a reproduction
position desired by the user, by an intuitive operation.

In addition, the CPU 101 displays the seek bar Bs perpen-
dicular to the time axis of the sequence image Kp on a posi-
tion corresponding to the reproduction position of the
sequence on the sequence image Kp, while reproducing the
sequence.

In this state, when a gesture operation for tracing the seek
bar Bs with one finger while pressing the sequence image Kp
with another finger is performed, the CPU 101 divides the
sequence in the reproduction position of the sequence.

Thus, the information terminal 100 divides the sequence by
the intuitive operation while allowing the user to confirm the
reproduction image of the sequence of the divided position.

In addition, when a gesture operation for cutting the
sequence image Kp with one finger perpendicularly to the
time axis at the boundary of the two scene images Np while



US 9,153,286 B2

19

pressing the sequence image Kp with another finger is per-
formed, the CPU 101 divides the sequence at the position of
the boundary of the two scenes corresponding to the two
scene images Np.

Thus, the information terminal 100 divides the sequence by
the intuitive operation while allowing the user to confirm the
contents of a scene before and after a position divided by the
scene image Np.

In the above described configuration, when a gesture
operation for cutting an image (sequence image Kp) repre-
senting the contents of the moving image data along the time
axis, perpendicularly to the time axis, the information termi-
nal 100 divides moving image data at a position on the time
axis corresponding to the position cut by the gesture opera-
tion.

Thus, the information terminal 100 cuts out a part desired
by the user from the moving images by a more intuitive
operation in comparison with the related art, thereby signifi-
cantly improving the operability in comparison with the
related art.

3. Another Embodiment

3-1. Another Embodiment 1

In addition, in the above described embodiment, editing
(division, connection, reproduction, increasing in the number
of scenes, and the like) is performed on the moving image
data in accordance with the gesture operation corresponding
to the image (sequence image Kp) representing the contents
of the moving image data along the time axis.

Without being limited to this, in a case of temporally con-
tinuous data, a variety of data (for example, music, slide show
of photographs, recorded voice, turn around period data of
each work on a Gantt chart, or the like) other than the tem-
porally continuous data may be edited in accordance with the
gesture operation.

For example, in an application for editing the music, music
data may be edited in accordance with a gesture operation
corresponding to an image representing the contents of the
music data along the time axis.

In this case, the CPU 101 displays an image showing a
voice waveform of the music data on a screen for each packet
of the music data, as the image representing the contents of
the music data along the time axis.

Next, when a gesture operation for cutting the image per-
pendicularly to the time axis is performed, the CPU 101
divides the music data corresponding to the image at a posi-
tion on the time axis corresponding to the position cut by the
gesture operation.

In addition, when a gesture operation for dragging corre-
sponding two images to make them approach each other is
performed, the CPU 101 connects two packets of music data
corresponding to the two images.

In addition, the music data is partitioned in a bit unit, and an
image in which images showing each part of the partitioned
music data are aligned in time series may be displayed as the
image representing the contents of the music data along the
time axis. In addition, the music data is partitioned in a unit
such as melody A, melody B, the hook of a song, and the like,
and the image in which the images showing each part of the
partitioned music data are aligned in time series may be
displayed as the image representing the contents of the music
data along the time axis.

In addition, for example, in an application for creating a
Gantt chart, the CPU 101 displays, on the screen, a crossbar
having a length proportional to a turn around period of each
work, resource, or the like for the purpose of representing the
turn around period. Next, the CPU 101 may divide a turn
around period of a work, resource, or the like corresponding
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to the crossbar in accordance with a gesture operation for
cutting the crossbar perpendicularly to the time axis.

3-2. Another Embodiment 2

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the ges-
ture operation for cutting the sequence image Kp with one
finger perpendicularly to the time axis while pressing the
sequence image Kp with another finger is received as the
operation input for dividing the sequence.

Without being limited thereto, the CPU 101 may receive a
gesture operation for only cutting the sequence image Kp
with one finger perpendicularly to the time axis without per-
forming the gesture operation for pressing the sequence
image Kp as the operation input for dividing the sequence.

Specifically, the CPU 101 receives an operation for drag-
ging the sequence image Kp with one finger perpendicularly
to the time axis as the operation input for dividing the
sequence. In addition, for example, the CPU 101 receives an
operation for dragging the sequence image Kp with one finger
in a direction parallel to the time axis as an operation input for
seek-reproducing the sequence in the same manner as that in
the above described embodiment.

In this case, the CPU 101 may determine whether the
operation input for dividing the sequence or the operation
input for seek-reproducing the sequence is performed
depending on whether the operation for dragging the
sequence image Kp with one finger is performed in a direction
perpendicular to or parallel to the time axis.

In addition, by doing this, a user may drag the sequence
image Kp with one finger in the direction parallel to the time
axis, and only change the direction of the dragging as it is to
the direction perpendicular to the time axis when fining a
desired position by the seek-reproduction, so that it is pos-
sible to divide the sequence in a corresponding position.

That is, the user may readily switch the operation input for
seek-reproducing the sequence into the operation input for
dividing the sequence, so that it is possible to divide the
sequence in the desired position found by the seek-reproduc-
tion.

In addition, without being limited thereto, when a gesture
operation for cutting the sequence image Kp with one finger
perpendicularly to the time axis is reciprocatively performed,
the sequence may be divided at a position on the time axis
corresponding to the position cut by the corresponding ges-
ture operation.

In this case, the CPU 101 receives an operation for verti-
cally and reciprocatively dragging the sequence image Kp
with one finger as an operation input for dividing the
sequence. Next, the CPU 101 divides the sequence in a scene
boundary when the position in which the dragging is recip-
rocatively performed is in the scene boundary, and divides the
sequence in a seek position when the position in which the
dragging is reciprocatively performed is in a display position
of the seek bar Bs.

By doing this, for example, even though a case in which the
dragging is inadvertently performed in the direction perpen-
dicular to the time axis while dragging the sequence image Kp
in the direction parallel to the time axis by the user, the
sequence is not instantaneously divided. That is, the informa-
tion terminal 100 prevents the sequence from being inadvert-
ently divided by the user.

In addition, without being limited thereto, in a case in
which an operation for dragging the sequence image Kp with
two fingers perpendicularly to the time axis is performed, the
CPU 101 may divide the sequence in two places.

For example, with respect to the sequence image Kp of the
sequence 1 having the scenes 1 to 5 shown in FIG. 7A, it is
assumed that an operation for simultaneously tracing down-
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ward a boundary of the scene image Np of the scenes 2 and 3
and a boundary of the scene image Np of the scenes 4 to 5 is
performed.

Then, the CPU 101 receives this operation as an operation
input for dividing the sequence in two places. Next, the CPU
101 divides the sequence at the boundary between the scenes
2 and 3, and at the boundary between the scenes 4 and 5. As
a result, the sequence 1 is divided into new three sequences
such as a sequence having the scenes 1 and 2, a sequence
having the scenes 3 and 4, and a sequence having the scene 5.

In addition, without being limited thereto, the CPU 101
may receive, as the operation input for dividing the sequence,
an operation for dragging the sequence image Kp perpendicu-
larly to the time axis using a position other than the sequence
image Kp as a starting point while holding the sequence
image Kp with one finger.

In this case, the CPU 101 receives, as an operation input for
changing the number of scenes within the sequence, an opera-
tion for dragging the sequence image Kp in the direction
parallel to the time axis using the position within the sequence
image Kp as the starting point while holding the sequence
image Kp with one finger.

By doing this, the CPU 101 determines whether the opera-
tion input for dividing the sequence or the operation input for
changing the number of scenes is performed depending on
whether the starting point of the dragging is outside the
sequence image Kp, in addition to whether the dragging is
performed in the direction perpendicular to or parallel to the
time axis.

Accordingly, the CPU 101 may more accurately determine
whether the operation input for dividing the sequence or the
operation input for changing the number of scenes is per-
formed.

3-3. Another Embodiment 3

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the opera-
tion for dragging the sequence image Kp with two fingers is
received as an operation input for moving the display position
of the sequence image Kp.

Without being limited thereto, the CPU 101 may receive an
operation for dragging the sequence image Kp with one finger
as an operation input for moving the display position of the
sequence image Kp.

In addition, in this case, it is assumed that a separate opera-
tion as well as the operation for dragging the sequence image
Kp with one finger in the direction parallel to the time axis are
assigned to the operation input for seek-reproducing.

Even in this case, the CPU 101 receives the operation for
dragging the sequence image Kp with one finger perpendicu-
larly to the time axis while holding the sequence image Kp
with another finger as the operation input for dividing the
sequence as described above.

By doing this, the CPU 101 may determine whether the
operation input for moving the display position of the
sequence image Kp or the operation input for dividing the
sequence is performed depending on whether the sequence
image Kp is held with one finger.

3-4. Another Embodiment 4

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the CPU
101 partitions the moving image data for each predetermined
time intervals when importing the moving image file to the
moving image editing application, and sets each of the parti-
tioned moving image data as a single scene.

Without being limited thereto, the information terminal
100 may set the scene in a variety of methods other than the
above described method. For example, the CPU 101 may set
a moving image from the photographing start to the photo-
graphing end as a single scene. In addition, for example, the
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CPU 101 may perform a predetermined scene detection pro-
cess for detecting a related single scene on the story as a
scene, and set the detected scene as a scene used in the moving
image editing application. In addition, as the scene detection
process, a well-known scene detection process such as a
process performed such that a feature quantity of each frame
is extracted, a point of time when the screen changes signifi-
cantly is detected based on the difference of the feature quan-
tity between frames, and the point of time is detected as a
boundary of the scenes may be used.

3-5. Another Embodiment 5

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the CPU
101 disposes the sequence image Kp in the arbitrary position
in accordance with the user’s operation on the editing screen
200.

Without being limited thereto, the CPU 101 may display,
on the editing screen 200, a plurality of sequence images Kp
in a row in order (that is, in order which is finally produced as
a movie) of coupling the sequences.

In this case, a transition may be set for the joining of the
adjacent coupled sequences.

For example, as shown in FIG. 18A, it is assumed that a
sequence image Kp of a sequence 15 having scenes 86 and 87
and a sequence image Kp of a sequence 16 having scenes 91
to 93 are displayed adjacent to each other on the editing
screen 200. Here, when finally produced as the movie, the
sequence 15 and the sequence 16 are coupled.

Here, it is assumed that a transition icon Ta is dragged with
one finger to approach a space between the sequence image
Kp of the sequence 15 and the sequence image Kp of the
sequence 16, and the distance of the transition icon Ta and the
space is a predetermined value or less.

Then, the CPU 101 sets a transition (here, wipe) corre-
sponding to the transition icon Ta in the joining of the
sequence 15 and the sequence 16. At the same time, as shown
in FIG. 18B, the CPU 101 inserts the transition icon Ta into
the space between the sequence image Kp of the sequence 15
and the sequence image Kp of the sequence 16.

3-6. Another Embodiment 6

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the CPU
101 sets the transition in the joint of scenes in the sequence in
accordance with the user’s operation.

Without being limited thereto, the CPU 101 may insert, in
the joint of scenes, a variety of data (for example, still image,
a separate sequence, or the like) other than this as data con-
necting two scenes.

In this case, similar to the described above, the CPU 101
displays an icon or the like representing the data connecting
the two scenes, so that, when the corresponding icon is
dragged to approach a boundary of the scene image Np, and
a distance between the icon and the boundary is a predeter-
mined value or less, the corresponding data is inserted in the
joint of the scenes.

3-7. Another Embodiment 7

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the mov-
ing image is handled using a unit such as a scene or a
sequence, and the image (sequence image Kp) in which
images (scene images Np) of head frames of the respective
scenes are connected and aligned in order of time series is
displayed as the image representing the contents of the
sequence along the time axis.

Without being limited thereto, the CPU 101 may display a
variety of images other than a corresponding image as long as
the corresponding image is an image representing the con-
tents of the moving image data along the time axis. The CPU
101 may extract a thumbnail image of a frame from the
moving image data for each predetermined time interval to
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produce an image in which the extracted thumbnail images
are connected and aligned in order of time series, and display
the produced image.

3-8. Another Embodiment 8

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the opera-
tion for dragging the sequence image Kp with one finger in
the direction parallel to the time axis while holding the
sequence image Kp with another finger is received as the
operation input for changing the number of scenes in the
sequence.

Without being limited thereto, an operation of dragging
both the sequence images Kp with two fingers, and widening
or narrowing an interval between the two fingers may be
received as the operation input for changing the number of
scenes in the sequence.

In addition, in the above described embodiment, an opera-
tion for dragging the sequence image Kp with one finger
while holding the sequence image Kp with another finger to
shorten a distance thereof may be received as the operation
input for coupling the sequences.

Without being limited thereto, an operation for dragging
the sequence images Kp different from each other with two
fingers to shorten the distance thereof may be received as the
operation input for coupling the sequences.

3-9. Another Embodiment 9

In addition, in the above described embodiment, when the
gesture operation for cutting the sequence image Kp perpen-
dicularly to the time axis is performed, the CPU 101 divides
the sequence in the two scene boundary or in the seek position
in accordance with the position cut by the gesture operation.

Without being limited thereto, in a case in which the ges-
ture operation for cutting the sequence image Kp perpendicu-
larly to the time axis, the CPU 101 may divide the sequence in
avariety of positions as long as the position is the position on
the time axis corresponding to the position cut by the gesture
operation.

For example, when the gesture operation for cutting the
sequence image Kp perpendicularly to the time axis, the CPU
101 may divide the sequence at a position on the time axis
corresponding to the position cut by the gesture operation
without limiting to the scene boundary or the seek position.

In addition, for example, when the gesture operation for
cutting the sequence image Kp perpendicularly to the time
axis, the CPU 101 may divide the sequence at the boundary of
a scene corresponding to the boundary of the scene image Np
closest to the position cut by the gesture operation, regardless
of whether the seek bar Ba is displayed.

3-10. Another Embodiment 10

In addition, in the above described embodiment, when the
gesture operation for tracing the sequence image Kp along the
time axis is performed, the CPU 101 reproduces the
sequence, and at the same time, displays the seek bar Bs in the
position corresponding to the reproduction position on the
sequence image Kp.

Without being limited thereto, when reproducing the
sequence, the CPU 101 may typically display the seek bar Bs
in the position corresponding to the reproduction position on
the sequence image Kp. For example, even when reproducing
the sequence starting from the scene corresponding to the
trapped scene image Np, the CPU 101 may display the seek
bar Bs in the position corresponding to the reproduction posi-
tion on the sequence image Kp.

3-11. Another Embodiment 11

In addition, in the above described embodiment, a transi-
tion is set in accordance with the operation for dragging the
transition icon Ta to approach the boundary of the scene
image Np within the sequence image Kp.
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Without being limited thereto, the transition may be set in
accordance with the operation for making the transition icon
Ta approach the boundary of the scene image Np within the
held sequence image Kp with one finger while holding the
sequence image Kp with another finger.

In this case, the CPU 101 selects the sequence correspond-
ing to the held sequence image Kp as the editing target. Next,
when the transition icon Ta approaches, by a predetermined
distance or more, the boundary of the scene image Np within
the sequence image Kp corresponding to the sequence
selected as the editing target, the CPU 101 sets the transition
in the corresponding sequence. That is, in this instance, the
CPU 101 sets the transition in only the sequence selected as
the editing target. Accordingly, even though the transition
icon Ta approaches a boundary of a scene image Np within a
sequence image Kp corresponding to a sequence other than
the sequence selected as the editing target, the CPU 101 does
not set the transition.

In addition, even with respect to the BGM icon Ba or the
effect icon Ea, the BGM or the effect may be set in the same
manner.

3-12. Another Embodiment 12

In addition, in the above described embodiment, in the
information terminal 100 as the information processing appa-
ratus, the touch screen 104 acting as the operation unit and the
display unit, and the CPU 101 acting as the control unit are
set.

The present disclosure is not limited thereto, and the
respective functional units (the operation unit, the display
unit, and the control unit) of the above described information
terminal 100 may be configured by different types of hard-
ware as long as the different types of hardware have the same
function.

In addition, for example, in the information terminal 100, a
liquid crystal display having the touch panel function may be
provided instead of the touch screen 104 including the liquid
crystal panel 104A and the touch panel 104B. In addition, in
acase in which an operation input is performed only with one
finger in the same manner as that in another embodiment 2, a
touch panel (that is, touch panel of a single touch scheme)
which does not support multi-touch may be provided. In
addition, instead of the liquid crystal panel 104A, an organic
EL (Electro Luminescence) display may be provided.

In addition, without being limited to the touch panel, the
present disclosure may be applied to an information process-
ing apparatus having a variety of operation devices other than
this, and may be applicable.

Specifically, the present disclosure may be applied to an
information processing apparatus having operation devices in
which gesture operations are performed on the screen such as
amouse, a touch pad with buttons, a joystick with buttons, an
analog stick with which insertion operation is performed, a
camera, and the like.

Practically, in a case of performing the gesture operation
using the mouse, the CPU 101 displays a pointer moved in
accordance with a movement of the mouse on the screen.
Thereafter, a user moves the pointer to a desired position to
click on a button of the mouse, thereby starting the gesture
operation on the screen. Next, the user moves the mouse to
move the pointer as leaving the button clicked, thereby per-
forming the gesture operation on the screen.

Inaddition, for example, in a case of dragging using atouch
pad with buttons, the CPU 101 displays, on the screen, the
pointer moved in accordance with a touch operation for the
touch pad. Thereafter, the user moves the pointer to a desired
position, and presses a button of the touch pad, thereby start-
ing the gesture operation on the screen. Next, the user moves
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the touch position to move the pointer as leaving the button
pressed, thereby performing the gesture operation on the
screen.

In addition, in a case of dragging using the joystick, the
CPU 101 displays the pointer moved in accordance with an
inclination of the joystick on the screen. Thereafter, the user
moves the pointer to a desired position to press buttons of the
joystick, thereby starting the gesture operation on the screen.
Next, the user inclines the joystick to move the pointer as
leaving the button pressed, thereby performing the gesture
operation on the screen.

In addition, in a case of dragging using the analog stick, the
CPU 101 displays, on the screen, a pointer moved in accor-
dance with an inclination of the analog stick. Thereafter, a
user moves this pointer to a desired position to insert the
analog stick, thereby starting the gesture operation on the
screen. Next, the user inclines the analog stick as leaving the
analog stick inserted, and moves the pointer, thereby per-
forming the gesture operation on the screen.

In addition, in a case of dragging using the camera, the
CPU 101 recognizes a movement of a finger based on an
image photographed by the camera, and displays, on the
screen, a pointer moved in accordance with the movement of
the finger. Thereafter, a user moves the pointer to a desired
position, and performs a desired gesture (for example, a ges-
ture of drawing a circle with finger), thereby starting the
gesture operation on the screen. Next, the user further moves
the finger to move the pointer, thereby performing the gesture
operation on the screen.

Incidentally, the above described operation is merely an
example, and an operation (that is, gesture operation on the
screen) for drawing a predetermined trajectory on the screen
may be performed.

In addition, as long as the information processing appara-
tus of the present disclosure is an information processing
apparatus having the above described operation devices other
than the touch screen 104, an operation device and a display
device may be separately provided, and the information pro-
cessing apparatus may be connected to an external display
device.

In addition, in the above described embodiment, the
present disclosure is applied to the information terminal 100.
Without being limited thereto, as long as the information
processing apparatus of the present disclosure is a device
handling the moving image data, the present disclosure may
be applied to a digital still camera, a personal computer, a
television receiver, a hard disk recorder, a portable phone, and
the like, and also applied to a variety of devices other than
these.

3-13. Another Embodiment 13

In addition, in the above described embodiment, a program
for performing a variety of processings is written in the non-
volatile memory 102 of the information terminal 100.

Without being limited thereto, for example, a slot of a
storage medium such as a memory card, and the like is pro-
vided in the information terminal 100, so that the CPU 101
may read and perform the program from the storage medium
plugged into the slot. In addition, the CPU 101 may install the
program read from the storage medium in the nonvolatile
memory 102. In addition, the CPU 101 may download the
program from a device on the network through a network
interface 106, and install the downloaded program in the
nonvolatile memory 102.

3-14. Another Embodiment 14

In addition, the present disclosure is not limited to the
above described embodiments and other embodiments. That
is, an application range of the present disclosure covers even
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an embodiment in which a part or the whole of the above
described embodiments and the other embodiments is arbi-
trarily combined, or an embodiment in which a part thereof'is
extracted.

The present disclosure contains subject matter related to
that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Application JP
2010-199350 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Sep. 6, 2010,
the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing apparatus, comprising:

an operation unit; and

a control unit that displays, on a display unit, a data image

representing the contents of temporally continuous data
along a time axis,
wherein, when a gesture operation made to cut through the
image data along a direction perpendicular to the time
axis is performed through the operation unit, the control
unit divides the data at a position on the time axis in
accordance with a position cut by the gesture operation,

wherein the control unit displays a seek bar perpendicular
to the time axis and superimposed onto a position cor-
responding to a current reproduction position of the data
on the data image while reproducing the data, and
divides the data in the current reproduction position of
the data when a gesture operation for tracing along a
length of the perpendicularly displayed seek bar and
cutting through the data image at the position corre-
sponding to the current reproduction position is per-
formed through the operation unit, and

wherein the operation unit, the control unit, and the display

unit are each implemented via at least one processor.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein:

the data is partitioned at arbitrary time intervals, and

the control unit handles each part of the partitioned data as

partial data, displays, on the display unit, an image in
which partial data images representing the contents of
the partial data for each partial data are aligned in an
order corresponding to the time series of the partial data,
and divides the data at a position of a boundary of two
pieces of partial data corresponding to the two partial
data images when a gesture operation made to cut
through the image data along a direction perpendicular
to the time axis is performed through the operation unit
at a boundary of the two partial data images.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein, when a gesture operation for extending the
data image along the time axis is performed, the control unit
increases the number of the partial data items in the data by
reducing the time interval into which the data is partitioned.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein, when a gesture operation for contracting the
data image along the time axis is performed, the control unit
reduces the number of the partial data items in the data by
increasing the time interval into which the data is partitioned.

5. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein, when a gesture operation for tracing the
data image along the time axis is performed through the
operation unit, the control unit reproduces the data in the
current reproduction position in accordance with a position
which is traced by the gesture operation.
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6. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein, when a gesture operation for making a head
on the time axis of the data image closer to a tail in a time axis
of another data image is performed, the control unit connects
two packets of the data corresponding to the data images.

7. The information processing apparatus according to 1,
wherein, when a gesture operation made to cut through the
image data along a direction perpendicular to the time axis is
reciprocatively performed through the operation unit, the
control unit divides the data at a position on the time axis in
accordance with a position which is cut by the gesture opera-
tion.

8. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein a video is displayed in correspondence with
the reproduction of the data, and a current playback position
of the displayed video corresponds to the current reproduc-
tion position of the data on the data image.

9. An information processing apparatus, comprising:

an operation unit; and

a control unit that displays, on a display unit, a data image

representing the contents of temporally continuous data
along a time axis,

wherein, when a gesture operation made to cut through the

image data along a direction perpendicular to the time
axis is performed through the operation unit while press-
ing the data image, the control unit divides the data at a
position on the time axis in accordance with a position
which is cut by the gesture operation,

wherein the control unit displays a seek bar perpendicular

to the time axis and superimposed onto a position cor-
responding to a current reproduction position of the data
on the data image while reproducing the data, and
divides the data in the current reproduction position of
the data when a gesture operation for tracing along a
length of the perpendicularly displayed seek bar and
cutting through the data image at the position corre-
sponding to the current reproduction position is per-
formed through the operation unit while the data image
is being pressed, and

wherein the operation unit, the control unit, and the display

unit are each implemented via at least one processor.

10. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 9, wherein the gesture operation performed while
pressing the data image comprises performing, by a first
finger on the operation unit, the gesture operation made to cut
through the image data along the direction perpendicular to
the time axis while pressing the data image by a second finger.

11. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 10, wherein the second finger is pressing the data image
at a fixed location without moving, while the gesture opera-
tion is made by the first finger on the operation unit.
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12. A data division method, comprising:

displaying, on a display unit, a data image representing the
contents of temporally continuous data along a time
axis; and,

when a gesture operation made to cut through the image

data along a direction perpendicular to the time axis is
performed through an operation unit, dividing the data at
aposition on the time axis in accordance with a position
which is cut by the gesture operation,

wherein a seek bar perpendicular to the time axis is dis-

played to be superimposed onto a position correspond-
ing to a current reproduction position of the data on the
data image while reproducing the data, and the data in
the current reproduction position of the data is divided
when a gesture operation for tracing along alength ofthe
perpendicularly displayed seek bar and cutting through
the data image at the position corresponding to the cur-
rent reproduction position is performed through the
operation unit.

13. The data division method according to claim 12,
wherein a video is displayed in correspondence with the
reproduction of the data, and a current playback position of
the displayed video corresponds to the current reproduction
position of the data on the data image.

14. A non-transitory computer-readable medium having
embodied thereon a program, which when executed by a
computer causes the computer to perform a method, the
method comprising:

displaying, on a display unit, a data image representing the

contents of temporally continuous data along a time
axis; and,

when a gesture operation made to cut through the image

data along a direction perpendicular to the time axis is
performed through an operation unit, dividing the data at
aposition on the time axis in accordance with a position
which is cut by the gesture operation,

wherein a seek bar perpendicular to the time axis is dis-

played to be superimposed onto a position correspond-
ing to a current reproduction position of the data on the
data image while reproducing the data, and the data in
the current reproduction position of the data is divided
when a gesture operation for tracing along alength ofthe
perpendicularly displayed seek bar and cutting through
the data image at the position corresponding to the cur-
rent reproduction position is performed through the
operation unit.

15. The computer-readable medium according to claim 14,
wherein a video is displayed in correspondence with the
reproduction of the data, and a current playback position of
the displayed video corresponds to the current reproduction
position of the data on the data image.
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